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Dec 15 7 33 PM ‘66 


Action: AmEmbassy WARSAW IMMEDIATE 

STATE 103586 
NODIS / MARIGOLD 

1 . In discussion with Rapacki pursuant to State 102960 and 1 03342 
you should draw on following material: 

2. All of our strikes since beginning of air program against NVN in February 1965 
have been directed at military targets that support Hanoi’s war against South 
Viet-Nam. Washington approval of targets including high level review by 
Defense and State, is required and takes into consideration location of targets 
with respect to population centers in effort to minimize civilian casualties. Types 
of targets struck have included lines of communication, bridges, POL storage, 
selected thermal power plants, military installations, and anti-aircraft missile sites 
and missile facilities that are a threat to our aircraft. 

3. Latest strikes near Hanoi were Yen Vien railroad yard and Van Dien vehicle 
depot, which are 5 nautical miles northeast and south of Hanoi respectively, and 
well outside of Hanoi city limits. Both of these targets were struck on December 
1 3 and 14 but this was not first time in either case. Van Dien 
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vehicle depot is major military transportation center for operation, storage and 
support of truck and other vehicles for movement of men and material to war in 
South Viet-Nam. Yen Vien railroad yard is largest railroad classification yard in 
North Viet-Nam. It controls all of country’s rail traffic north of Hanoi and so 
represents vital transportation link for all military equipment and supplies coming 
into North Viet-Nam from this direction. This important yard services over a third 
of nation’s military cargo handling capacity. Our effort against both targets is part 
of our continuing program to strike against major facilities that support Hanoi’s 
war against South Viet-Nam. These strikes represent no departure from policy. 
The types of targets are in categories struck previously and this targeting 
constitutes no change in purpose or procedures. Hanoi POL facility struck last 
June is closer to Hanoi than either of these two targets. 

4. Tass alleges our aircraft bombed built-up area of Hanoi at west end of Red 
River bridge and suburb of Dhatran to the southwest (have been unable locate 
DhaTran on any map). Hanoi has made similar charge. We have not received 
complete reports; however, nothing in reports so far to substantiate this and area 
alleged to have been attacked nowhere near areas targetted for attack. It is 
important to note that there was heavy SAM, anti-aircraft and MIG activity and 
our aircraft took action against SAM sites. Quite a number of SAMs were fired at 
our aircraft; errant SAMs or anti-aircraft shells of course could cause damage. 

5. In addition to above information, you should point out following: Careful 
review of specifics as well as general pattern of our bombing attacks against 
North Viet-Nam over past several months brings out following points 
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which must be quite clear to Hanoi: 

(a) US bombing directed against military and military related targets, with 
obvious effort made to avoid civilian population centers, large and small. (This is 
in stark contrast to VC activities in South Viet-Nam, which expressly include 
terrorism against civilian population as part of tactic to gain control.) 

(b) US attacks against North Viet-Nam have consisted entirely of tactical, 
precision bombing against military and military related targets, avoiding (except 
on few occasions against infiltration routes at NVN frontier which is away from 
settled areas) “carpet bombing” technique such as used in World War II. This 
clearly shows our intention is not to bring Hanoi regime to its knees but rather to 
direct attacks solely at destroying Hanoi’s capability and willingness to support 
and supply VC effort in South. 

(c) There is no basis for charging us with escalation of conflict over past 
few days, either in geographic terms or as to types of targets. Hanoi’s POL 
facility three nautical miles from center of Hanoi was struck on June 29, and POL 
facilities on edge of Haiphong were struck June 29, July 7 and August 2. Two 
targets of December 14 are both five nautical miles from Hanoi’s center (farther 
than June 29 strikes); both had been struck earlier. 

(d) US aircraft have attacked number of targets close to Hanoi and 
Haiphong (ranging from 33 to 3 nautical miles away from Hanoi center) since 
early July and even before. These targets have been struck repeatedly at least 
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since early July. US aircraft have not, however, struck cities themselves or 
civilian populated areas. 

(e) Hanoi / Haiphong area is heavily defended by SAM’s and regular anti- 
aircraft defenses, reflecting concentration of military and military related 
installations. Our aircraft are authorized to strike these installations in self- 
defense and have frequently been required to do so since early July and even 
before. 

(f) It must be as clear to the North Vietnamese as to us that weather 
factors affect our pattern of air activity, and that this pattern in December and late 
November could not reasonably be interpreted by Hanoi as escalation or 
conscious effort to exert pressure of NVN authorities. In comparable periods of 
good weather, e.g., November 22 and 23; December 2, 3, 4 and 5; and Dec. 13- 
14 essentially same type of targets were struck, some intensity of air activity in 
and around Hanoi took place as has frequently been the case for at least six 
months, and same general areas of NVN were affected. Between those periods 
there was relatively little activity. 

END 

KATZENBACH 




